. R, ; Marcu 12, 1771

T HOUGH your Letter of the 4th inftant required no immediate Reply, I cannot let§Ss

| it remain long unanfwered.—=—=Y ou {fay my Note has not been in your Igoﬁ'eiﬁon- thefe i

{ix Months ; and yet the Writ, on which I was arrefted, was taken out in your Name ; -
you muit have made Oath to the Debt, notwithitanding the Note is paid into other Hands, &

| and is now out-ftanding againft me, for it has not been prefented to me here for Payment.—
T'here 1s an Informality in this Proceeding which I do not underftand ; but I pafs it, as your i
Demand upon me is valid, and admits of no Objection. You mifunderftood me if you thought, §
by any Thing I haftily wrote in my laft Letter, that I complained of being only arrefted. V5

| cannot take amifs any.legal Means which you may employ to get Payment of your Money' &
But what I juftly complained of, was your getting me arrefted bere, ina Country Town i
exg@f&d to the Derifion of many nemh_;}?gggaintanc;s, and to the Sufpiz;\nn of having s #0E
away irom my Creditors, an Acdtion the fartheft from my lntention. This was adding Infuld =
anc¢ Punithment to the juft Remedy of the Law, which Treatment from you I do not think
my former Behaviour any-ways deferved.———eYou acknowledge I offered, 'a Year ago, to let i
my -'I“‘aylm*f arreft me ; and my late Condué did not thew I was lefs willing, if required, to [
oive up my Perfon.—I returned from Scctland, but a few Months fince, on purpofe to put it §

in the Opajion of my Creditors to arreft me ,—when I waited on Mr. Mayne, the Day after
my Arrival in ‘Town, to know what Anfwer there was to the Letter I had wr

ote to him on =
that Subje&, and which I had defired himto fhew teo you and the other Gentlemen, he gave
d me to underitand that nobody meant to moeft me ;~—and, after #bat, I remained almoft two £
Months in London, without any of the Gintlemen fhewing the leaft Intention of proceeding [
@ to this Extremity. It is true that (exceptiig Mr. Innes, to whom I applied for fome little [
! Money for a Bill on my Father) I did not tifit any of them, after my Return from Scotland ; B
& for I was reall y athamed of the ill'Succefs of my Journeg, and had nothing to fay to them B
B but the Repetition of a Story of two Years {tanding. ut then, if you will enquire among &
@ any of my other old Acquaintances, you wll find I vifited #hem as little. Tt hurt me to be B
8l recerved with Pity or Contempt by thofe with whom I had formerly been on an equal or §&
| intimate I ooting. You fay,'you enquied for me at Bifhopfgate-Stree:, and at the Hay- @&
B market.— At the fir/f Place (though my Bocks and Papers lie there ftl1) you know I have not [
lodged for this Year paft., ‘Thé Houfe n the Haymarket has been repairing, and was, [
for feveral Months, uninhabitable to any Jodger ; but I conftantly called there two or three @
B Times a Week for my Letters ; and, if Yau had left a Note for me there, as you ufed to do

o

B formerly. I thould certainly in confeques g of it hayeawaited on you as wdaal «

i at the ﬁg;marke.t never told me that youicalled on me ;—and if they did not know
8 lodged, it was becaufe, from my calling regularly there for m
Occafion to aftk where to fend them to me ; and I had ordered my L.etters to be directed there, &
intending they fhould forward them to the Country when I thould have found a proper Place @&

of Retirement; which alone was to terminate my Stay in London, and fix the Dire&ion of
my foreign Letters.———I am the more circumftantial on this

his Subject, as I have to vindicate 8
my own Conduct, and to remove from the Minds of fome worthy Acquaintances here, (for §

whom a Copy of this Letter is intended) the Sufpicion of my having abfconded. I do not
mean fo much to reproach you for your unfriendly Treatment, for I believe it has proceeded §&
from the Mif-intérpretation of my Reafons for not having vifited you in Town, and the falfe B
Information you had received of my Intention of gomng abroad. I believe I can guefs in [
what Quarter the Storm gathered. ‘Though I never meant to conceal the Place of my real §
Abode, you know a fingle Man does not always choofe to tell where he pafles the Evening ;— [
and my earneft Defire that fhould be kept fecret, and the Advice certainly given me to go abroad, &
having both happened in the Prefence of a Perfon who vifits Sir Thomas N%ills, 1t was natural the @
News thould reach you, by a voluble Tongue and a fertile Imagination, highly ornamented.— |

& But if you will enquire at Mr. Hudfon’s, Hofier, in Bridge-Street, Weftminfter, where I

really lodged after my Return from Scotland, and where I pafled above Half of my Time,
B vou will hear, that [ was denied to nobody that called on me; and feveral Gentlemen :
i did unexpelledly call on me, and were admitted.——-—Among thefe was Col. Maitland, whom §
§ you know, and by whom can be certified the Truth of this Aflertion, I thall farther add B
| th%f }gt)u_ will enquire of my Dol MMeoflt o2 and Crozier,imPanton-Squal§. §
(wiiofe Bill amounts to a larger Sum than your Debt) you will learn, that they generoull
dechined the Offer, I made them but 2 Month ago, of returning to Town whenever thely
fhould think proper to defire me., This, and my having wrote to Mr. Innes, fhortly after §
1 came to Northampton, ought to convince you 1 had not the leaft Intention of keeping the [§
Place of my Retirement fecret.
As 1 can fay little to the reft of your Letter, till T hear from my Relations in Scotland, I |

fhall leave it to them to juftify their own Condu&. In Approbation of mine, Mr. Mayne
can tell you, Lord Hope wrote him a very fatisfattory Letter, about eighteen Months apo, §

from Scotland ; after having promifed him, in my Hearing, before he left London, that he B
would do his belt Endeavours to get my Affairs fettled,

where I
Letters, they never had i

1 am, &,




